COPLEY ROLE 


The founder of Copley News Service, the late 
James S. Copley, personally worked out his agency’s 
cozy twenty year relationship with the CIA and the 
FBI, exchanging intelligence information for scoops, 
harboring agency operatives on the payroll, and pro¬ 
viding his fleet of newspapers with prepared articles 
at the request of the spy agencies. 

After a brief hiatus, the Washington bureau of 
Copley News Service, in the hallowed tradition of its 
founder, has rejoined the intelligence field by being 
the first news media to float seriously the CIA’s pub¬ 
lic trial balloon on what became the saga of the 
“Soviet combat brigade.” 

According to Rep. Robert McClory (R-Ill) who, 
swelled with pride for a home-district newspaper, 
inserted a puff piece in the Congressional Record , it 
was Copley’s Edgar Prina who scooped the other 
media with his exclusive story in the Elgin, Illinois 
Daily Courier-News on August 30, “Soviet Combat 
. Units Seen in Cuba.”“In my view,” McClory gushed, 
“Ed Prina’s article has contributed to prompt action 
by our State Department and by our intelligence 
agencies.” McClory inserted Prina’s article into the 
iCongressional Record ; it appears to come directly 
from the CIA’s classified publication, the National 
intelligence Daily , three days earlier, along with a 
.recap of similar claims by Senator Richard Stone 
;j(I>-Fla), aimed at the many Cuban exiles in his 
Constituency. 

n4Stone had claimed on July 15, without attracting 
much public attention, that he had similar, though 
Unconfirmed information, and had on August 10 
written Secretary of State Vance about it without 
reply. When Senator Frank Church (D-Idaho) made 
his speech in Boise the evening of August 30, he was 
widely reported as the first person to break the news 
about the intelligence “confirmation” of the presence 
of the “brigade.” In fact. Church had been scooped 
earlier in the day by Prina. It is interesting that the 
“continued high level and informative reporting of 
these reliable sources,” praised by McClory in the 
Congressional Record , appears to be nothing more 
than direct feeds from the CIA to Copley. 

The Copley group, with domestic and Latin Amer¬ 
ican news services, were exposed in 1977 in Pent¬ 
house magazine, and confirmed by Latin American 
media experts, as arms of the CIA and the FBI for 
two decades. The article, by journalists Dave Roman 
and Joe Trento, uncovered “no less than 23 Copley 
News Service employees [who] had worked for the 
CIA simultaneously.” Copley papers also supplied 
the FBI with names and information on anti-war. 
Black Panther, and other dissident groups. Although 
the article suggests that the intelligence activities 
halted with the death of James Copley in 1973, some 
former CIA employees were still on the Copley pay¬ 
roll, and the connections have obviously continued. 
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